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Icons, displays, beautiful Information 

– The role of design in mobile communication
Abstract

The local and global in mobile communication is being expressed not just through different verbal languages but also by the variety of images, which allow one to create a sense of identity. Visual displays give shape to the information being transmitted. In my talk I want to focus on the display of mobile devices and their function as a transmitter of shapes and “beautiful” information. The icons created for mobile devices allow users to navigate through the menus, to easily absorb information and to express feelings. 

Today, icons exist for every aspect of the mobile experience. There are icons for control panels, ring tones and tools and they can communicate the most complex of ideas in a simple elegant manner that transcends the boundaries of language and culture. Despite the fact that this visual “language” is just about two decades old, it has evolved into a complex and versatile vocabulary with an identifiable grammar.

Graphical concepts have now become part of the mainstream user-behavior and language, especially amongst teenage customers: as clients become more and more used to the iconography, so the system becomes more refined. Icons and graphics are being utilized as a mean of “digital emotional communication”.

In my talk I will show some of the aspects of icon design for mobile communication as well as highlight the world of free downloadable graphics being offered. The sense of local and global can be tracked notably via these commonly used pictograms and visuals.  I will also examine the miniature world of the display as a navigation window enabling access to the power spectrum of the device. Subsequently, I will try to dissect the creative development of the display icons to show what is possible, what is desirable, and what is the most effective way of communication. using this most concise of visual forms.

At the end of my talk I will try to suggest possible directions in the development of mobile icons  by posing the question “Where do we go from here?”
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